
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
BEFORE THE

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION

Crown Hydro, LLC   ! ! ! ! ! ! Project No. 11175-025

MOTION TO INTERVENE
AND COMMENTS
SUBMITTED BY 

FRIENDS OF THE RIVERFRONT

Pursuant to Rule 214 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure (18 C.F.R. § 
385.214) and the Notice of Application Accepted for Filing, Soliciting Motions to 
Intervene and Protests dated July 30, 2015, Friends of the Riverfront “Friends”  files this 
motion to intervene and these comments in this proceeding involving Crown Hydro, 
LLC’s application for a license amendment.

Friends of the Riverfront, a Minnesota non-profit, whose mission is to protect and 
preserve the natural and cultural resources of the Central Mississippi River Regional 
Park, intervened in the Crown matter on July 19, 2012.  No objection was filed to that 
intervention and Friends reiterates its status as an intervenor for the reasons stated in 
its July 19, 2012 motion.  

Communication in connection with this matter should be sent to:

! ! Edna C. Brazaitis
! ! President
! ! Friends of the Riverfront
! ! P.O. Box   58045
! ! Minneapolis, MN  55458-0545

! ! Telephone: (612) 379-2662
! ! E-mail: ednab@mac.com

Friends of the Riverfront opposes Crown’s application for an amended license and 
continues to support FERC’s 15 Apr 2013 determination that a new license application 
is the appropriate avenue for this constantly changing project.
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FERC, the public, and the agencies should be given the opportunity to respond to a 
clear new application not a license amendment that is driven by a reckless gamble that 
Crown made in 2003 to purchase turbines that would not work at their licensed facility.  

Crown seeks a completely different site for its new project.

Crown’s 1999 license was for a project in the basement of the historic Crown Roller mill, 
not unlike Minneapolis Leased Housing project (P-14628) in the basement of the  
historic A-Mill.  The attached drawing from Crown’s preliminary permit application shows 
the licensed location.

The new site and project is completely different and is on property owned by the Army 
Control but subject to a recreational easement by the Minneapolis Park Board.
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The turbines Crown purchased will not work at the Crown Roller Mill, its licensed 
site and was part of a reckless gamble by Crown in 2003 to prevent the 
termination of its license.

At the November 30,  2013 meeting, Crown confirmed that the purchased turbines 
would not work at its licensed site in the basement of the Crown Roller Mill.  

Facing an extended deadline of 19 March 2003 to start construction or have its license 
terminated and not having obtained property rights for either the basement of the Crown 
Roller Mill or another site on Park Board property, Crown recklessly gambled with RDF 
grant money in entering into a purchase order for purchasing turbines that would not 
work in the basement of the Crown Roller Mill, its licensed site.  The purchase order 
was entered into solely to claim that construction had started and to prevent termination 
of its license.

Crown was not forthcoming to FERC that the turbines would not not work at its licensed 
site when it informed FERC that it had entered into a purchase order for turbines.

Crown abandoned efforts to obtain property rights at its licensed facility in basement of 
the Crown Roller Mill shortly after the issuance of the 1999 license because Crown felt 
the cost of obtaining property rights was too high.

By buying turbines that would not work at Crown’s licensed facility, Crown put itself in a 
bind.  If it continued with the project at its licensed site, it would have had to buy new 
turbines.  It would also have to explain to the RDF Board and the Minnesota PUC why 
the grant money had been wasted on turbines that wouldn’t work at the licensed site.  

Thus for 12 years as a result of Crown’s reckless gamble, Crown has wandered the 
riverfront looking for a home for turbines that it should have never bought in the first 
place.  

The public, FERC and the agencies should not be forced to suffer from Crown’s 
reckless and in a matter as important as this be given the opportunity to respond to a 
clear new application.

Friends agrees with intervenor Symphony that the location and condition of the 
turbines needs to be ascertained.

The last Friends heard about the turbines was 2005 and 2006 years ago when Xcel, the 
administrator of a RDF grant advised that the turbines were being stored at Ames 
Construction in Jordan, MN.  The address given was a Percheron horse farm. Ames 
Construction may have had some facilities at the horse farm site, but little is known 
about how the turbines have been maintained, their condition or where they are located.
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Crown’s finances are murky

Section 310 of the Crown’s license requires Crown to provide financial data

As Symphony and others have stressed there is no information about how this is being 
financed or the actual cost.  As we have previously informed FERC, the original 
financing was from one individual who had his personal residence foreclosed.  It is 
doubtful that he can carry the burden of this project.

There is also little information of whether this project is economically viable.  FERC 
questioned the viability of the original proposal and there is little to say what changed.

Unfortunately with only 30 days to respond, Friends has not been able to review the 
entire record of several decades and supply FERC with the detailed comments that this 
application deserved.  

Friends of the Riverfront respectfully moves the Commission to issue an order granting 
our Motion to Intervene and to deny Crown’s application for an amended license

August 31, 2015 

Respectfully submitted, 

Friends of the Riverfront
P.O. Box 580545, Minneapolis, MN  55458-0545

! Tel: 612.379.2662   ednab@mac.com

Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
888 First Street, NE

Washington, D.C. 20426

February 3, 2012

Re:  Comments - Crown Hydro, P 11175-024

Dear Ms. Bose:

On June 1, 2005, the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, in dismissing Crown’s application for 
an amended license, adopted staff’s findings that land that Crown proposed to channel the tailrace 
water is part of a public park. The Commission’s order that eminent domain could not be used to 
acquire the property is final as Crown’s appeal to the Eighth Circuit was dismissed on May 21, 
2010.  

Crown’s January 20, 2012 response to FERC’s May 25, 2011 show cause letter failed to concrete 
documentary evidence that FERC required that either proved that Crown had received perpetual 
rights from the Minneapolis Park Board for park land to channel the tailrace water or proved how 
the tailrace water discharged from its turbines would not require park land. 

As Crown has failed to provide the concrete documentation that it has acquired the necessary 
property rights to move its project forward, we respectfully request that FERC takes the necessary 
steps to terminate Crown’s license.

Sincerely,

Edna C. Brazaitis
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Friends of the Riverfront
Edna C. Brazaitis
President

Page 4


