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Aquatic Invasive Species Inspection FAQs 
June 21, 2012 

What is the resolution for aquatic invasive species inspection? 

The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board (MPRB) needs to take some definitive actions to delay the 
spread of aquatic invasive species (AIS). The best way to manage AIS is to keep them out of water 
bodies in the first place. Once AIS enter a water body, they are extremely difficult, if not impossible, to 
remove. The MPRB’s goal is to delay the introduction of AIS into Minneapolis water bodies as long as 
possible in hope that techniques are developed to control or reduce their impacts before they enter 
Minneapolis water bodies. 

The actions in the resolution include requiring an inspection for AIS before a person launches any water-
related equipment at the boat launches on Lake Calhoun, Lake Harriet and Lake Nokomis. Inspectors will 
be on duty at each boat launch during the times of the day and days of the week that people are most 
likely to launch boats.  

Why is the Park Board concerned about AIS? 

AIS threaten native plants and animals, which in turn changes the lake’s ecology. These changes can 
significantly interfere with both the beauty and recreational use of the lakes. 

Is this change permanent? 

No. The Board action is for 2012 only. Over the fall and winter, a decision will be made as to what AIS 
prevention actions will be taken in 2013 and beyond. 

When will inspections be in effect? 

Inspections will be done beginning July 13, 2012, and run through Sept. 30, 2012, during the following 
times: 

• Monday – Thursday: 6 a.m. – 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
• Friday – Sunday: 6 a.m. – 9 p.m. 

 

Why won’t inspections begin right away? 

The MPRB does not have a sufficient number of trained AIS inspectors to begin the scheduled inspection 
program immediately after Board action.   

How long will inspections take? 

Most inspections are done relatively quickly and completed in less than five minutes; however, if 
decontamination is required, boaters are subject to be delayed.  
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Which lakes or water bodies will be affected by the AIS inspections? 

AIS inspections will be enforced on boats launching from boat launches at Lake Calhoun, Lake Harriet 
and Lake Nokomis.  

The boat launch at Wirth Lake will be closed as of June 21 while construction of a new emergency and 
maintenance-only launch on the west side of the lake has been recommended by the Theodore Wirth 
Regional Park Community Advisory Committee. 

Can I remove my boat or watercraft from a lake at any time? 

Yes. Boaters may remove their boats and watercraft at any time. Keep in mind that boaters are required 
to follow Minnesota aquatic invasive species laws when transporting watercraft, trailers, and equipment 
from any water access. Learn more about the laws online at 
www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/preventspread.html.  

Will kayaks or canoes be inspected prior to launching into lakes? 

While inspecting all watercraft is important, the MPRB will focus its inspection efforts specifically on boats 
and watercraft being launched into lakes via trailers. According to the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources (DNR), the risk of spreading AIS is greater on boats using trailers to enter lakes and other 
bodies of water. However, inspectors do have the authority to inspect any watercraft or water-related 
equipment entering water bodies. 

What happens if boaters use the boat launch when no inspectors are on duty? 

Boaters who launch boats and watercraft into the lakes when no inspectors are on duty may be subject to 
a citation from the Minneapolis Park Police. Additionally, Park Police officers are authorized to write the 
same criminal and civil citations and warnings for aquatic invasive species violations as DNR 
conservation officers. Boaters may remove their boats and watercraft at any time. 

What if I refuse to have my boat inspected? 

Boaters who refuse inspection will be denied access from launching watercraft into a lake and subject to 
state-imposed fines and prosecution.  

What can I do to stop the spread of AIS? 

Under Minnesota aquatic invasive species laws, you must: 

1. Clean visible aquatic plants, zebra mussels and other prohibited species from watercraft, trailers, 
and equipment before transporting from any water access. 

2. Drain water from bilge, livewell, motor, ballast tanks, and portable bait containers before leaving 
water accesses or shoreline property. 

Keep drain plug out and water-draining devices open while transporting watercraft. 

3. Dump unwanted bait in the trash. 

Learn more about AIS and preventing its spread at www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/index_aquatic.html.  
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